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by saying, “If you bring my mom a 
problem, be prepared to work with 
her on finding a solution. She is the 
best person I know.” 

Administering the oath of office 
was Federal Judge Rosemary 
Barkett, the only other woman to 
serve as Chief Justice of the 
Florida Supreme Court. In pre- 
paring to administer the oath, 
Judge Barkett warned the audi- 
ence that her friend Barbara will 
outwork everyone in her pres- 
ence, so we as a state better be 
prepared to get in shape and fol- 
low her lead. 

As an advocate for a quarter-cen- 
tury in Florida, I have observed few 
leaders who have earned greater 
respect of peers, generated warmer 
devotion from friends, or exhibited 


Letter continued from page 4 


a stronger sense of purpose than 
that commanded by Barbara 
Pariente. 

As we read in Proverbs: “A 
woman of valor who can find... 
. for her price is far above rubies. 
With an outstretched hand she 
comforts the afflicted. She opens 
her mouth with wisdom, and the 
law of loving-kindness is on her 
tongue. All children rise up and 
call her blessed.” 

In Barbara Pariente, Florida 
has found a woman of valor, wis- 
dom, and loving-kindness. All 
should rise up, call her blessed, 
and consider ourselves fortunate 
to have her as a leader. 

JACK LEVINE, 
President, Advocacy Resources 
Tallahassee 
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